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Welcome 
 
Welcome to My Music Quiz. Thank you for downloading the program, we hope you will 
enjoy it. 

What is it? 
How well do you know your music collection?  Do you know it inside out, how about 
backwards? 
 
My Music Quiz (MMQ) is a game that challenges you and your friends to identify tracks 
from your music collection by extracting short samples of your music and playing them 
in fiendish ways. For example, can you identify your favorite track and artist from a one 
second random sample? 
 
The quiz is extremely configurable, ranging from simple setup where you choose a level 
of quiz difficulty and just hit play, to fully customized where you can vary everything.  
This includes how many questions and rounds, how many samples play simultaneously, 
specific tracks you want to play and much more. 
 
Don’t worry if your friends are feeling left out. “It’s all your music, I don’t know it.” 
MMQ supports “Guest Media”.  It’s as simple as plugging your friend’s MP3 player into 
the PC, adding the tracks to a playlist, then they will play directly from the MP3 player. 
 
You may find that you don’t know your music quite as well as you thought you did, and 
you’ll have lots of fun finding out. 

Features 
Beat The Clock 

·  Guess from 6 possible answers 
·  Make your guess quick before time runs out 
·  Beat the high score 

 
Quick Quiz mode 

·  5 difficulty levels 
·  Selects music from Media Player library automatically 
·  3 clicks and you’re playing the quiz 

 
Custom Quiz mode 

·  Fully configurable 
o Number of rounds 
o Number of questions per round 
o Playlist selection 
o Position of the sample in track: beginning, middle, end or random 
o Track selection, random or sequential 
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o Duration of the samples - The shorter the harder 
o Modify sample options (specific to media) 

�  Fast 
�  Slow 
�  Multiple samples 
�  Reverse 

·  Predefined quiz examples, or create your own custom quiz 
o Play a quiz based on one of the supplied examples 
o Design your own quiz based on an example to get one that really 

challenges you 
o Design your own custom quiz from scratch 

·  Save and load custom quizzes 
 
Multiple visual modes. 

·  Full screen mode ideal for playing as a group on a larger screen TV 
·  Windowed mode available if preferred 

 
Guest Media 

·  Use samples from portable media and media players 
 
Predefined Score Sheets  

·  Just print them off 
 
In game score tracking 

·  Keep track of up to four players’/teams’ scores 
 
Multiple choice clue 

·  A “Give a Clue” button which gives a choice of possible answers 
 

Suggested scoring 
·  The game suggests a score for each question 

 

Installation 
 
My Music Quiz can be installed by running the installation program, and following the 
few simple on-screen instructions. 
 
Microsoft® .NET is software for connecting people, information, systems, and devices. 
 
My Music Quiz is built on the Microsoft® .NET Framework. 
 
The install program verifies .NET 2 is installed. If .NET 2 is missing the installation will 
stop with an appropriate warning. 
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Microsoft .NET 2 is available for free for owners of Genuine Windows operating 
systems. Please download and install the .NET framework from the link mentioned later 
in this document. 
Now restart the MMQ installation program. Everything should now work correctly.  
Please refer to our web page for the latest info. (www.mymusicquiz.com) 
 
The package includes an uninstall option which will remove the program from your 
computer. It will however leave your custom quizzes in (C:\Documents and 
Settings\yourusername\My Documents\My Music Quiz\MyQuizes.) in case you reinstall 
MMQ at a later date.  
 

Getting Started 
 
My Music Quiz uses Windows Media Player or iTunes playlists to locate music on your 
computer. If you don’t normally use one of these media players please take a few minutes 
to add your music to them. See the FAQ towards the end of this document for a step-by-
step guide of how to do this. 
The game will happily use either media player, you can choose which one in the options 
menu, the default will be iTunes if it’s installed. 
 
(Note,  at the current time iTunes does not support playing two tracks at once, or playing 
tracks faster, slower or backwards) 
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How do I play the quiz? 
This game is extremely flexible, allowing you to play it almost any way you want. 
Here are some of our suggestions: 

Single player 
Choose a quiz and just get going.  Play quick-fire (question answer, question answer,…), 
or play a whole round writing down your guesses as you go. It’s up to you. 

Group shout out 
Choose the quiz you want to play. For example, a Quick Quiz level, or a custom quiz 
with a playlist chosen to appeal to the whole group. Then start the quiz and let the 
shouting commence. Did anybody get it first time, do they want to hear it again, or maybe 
hear a longer sample, or just one of the two tracks in the mix?  Scoring may be tricky: 
Give them a bit of paper each and trust them? Maybe have a quizmaster (MC) who 
decides who gets the points and keeps the score?  
When you think somebody has the answer hit “reveal answer” before moving on to the 
next question. 

Teams 
Play in team of one or more players. Simply enter the team names, and when playing My 
Music Quiz will keep the team scores. 

Poker 
Choose your quiz as usual.  Assign each player a pile of chips, matchsticks, Monopoly 
Money TM etc, then when a question plays have them throw some chips into the pot,  play 
the clip again, longer, normal speed etc and have them bet over again - it’s only buttons. 

Quizmaster 
Do you enjoy challenging others as much as playing yourself, then why not become a 
quizmaster?  Create a fiendish custom quiz then you run the quiz without the players 
being able to see the screen. This is where you’d use the “show answers automatically” 
option. Seeing the answer lets you give them hints. 
 
All these playing styles can be played with quick quizzes or custom quizzes, it’s all up to 
you. 

Doing it your way! 
When you find your favorite way of playing why not email us and we’ll include it in the 
user guide and web page for other people to enjoy?  suggestions@mymusicquiz.com 
 

Custom quizzes? 
Go on they’re easy to make, and can be much more fun. Here’s a short list of things you 
can do with custom quizzes, the world’s your lobster: 
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·  Use a custom playlist. This way you can choose music that appeals to the 

whole group and exclude that obscure <insert name of band here> CD of 
yours.  

·  Create multiple custom playlists that can then be used in specialized rounds 
e.g. sixties, grunge, techno, boy band, hip-hop, pop etc. 

·  Create an intros round, or an outros round. 
·  Play tracks in a defined order. To achieve this, define a playlist with the tracks 

in the desired order. Use this playlist for a quiz round, ensuring that you select 
“sequential” track order. 

·  One of the key features of a custom quiz is you can add Guest Media, i.e. plug 
in your friends MP3 player and create a playlist that includes a mix of theirs 
and your music. 
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Step by step play guide  
The first screen you see is the welcome screen. From here you can: 
 
Enter teams Enter the player or team names to use in the quiz. 
Beat The Clock Choose one of six answers, answer quickly before 

time runs out. 
Play a quick quiz Get going immediately 
Choose a quiz Choose a supplied quiz, or a custom quiz that you’ve 

previously created 
Design a quiz Create a custom quiz 
Print a score sheet There are some predefined score sheets you can use if 

you want to play against friends. 
Options Configure options such as visual style of quiz, turn 

scoring on or off etc. 
Exit Leave the My Music Quiz application 
 
Play quick quiz is the best way to get going quickly, you choose one of 5 difficulty levels 
and optionally change the length of the quiz by changing the number of rounds and 
questions per round. Then click play and you’re playing the quiz. 
Note that all of the user controls can be activated either by using the mouse or keyboard. 
 

Game Play 
Game play is pretty easy and is basically the same no matter whether you’re playing a 
quick quiz or a fully customized quiz you created yourself. 
 
Hit Play First Question to play the first sample. The game will play a sample of music. 
Can you identify it? 
 
If you know the answer you can move onto the next question, if you can’t quite get it 
there are a number of ways to modify the sample to make it easier. The game displays a 
suggested score for each question starting at 10 points, (this starting value can be changed 
in the options menu). Each of the options below reduces the available points, by varying 
amounts. 
 

Play Again 
Just plays the sample again without changing anything. Maybe you’ll get it just by 
hearing it again. 
 
Play longer. 
This will play half as long again.  If you keep hitting it, it will keep multiplying 
the sample length by 1.5 till eventually you’re playing the whole track. Note that 
by default, play longer will start the sample at the same point, unless extending 
would make it play beyond the end of the track. In this case it will play from an 
earlier point in the track. 
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Play At Start 
 Will play the same duration of sample, but from the beginning of the track. 
 
Play Simpler 
This is used to simplify the question.  
Simplify will reduce the question difficulty one step at a time. 
For example, a question consisting of two simultaneous samples one of which is 
playing fast. 

·  First press will play the samples sequentially, but one will still be playing 
fast. 

·  Second press will play the samples sequentially, playing both at normal 
speed. 

Hitting simplify on a normal sample or a complex sample that’s already been 
simplified is just the equivalent of hitting Play Again. 
 
Play Unmodified 
If you keep tweaking the question till you finally get the answer and then say to 
yourself “Wait a minute, was that original sample really from this track?” then 
Play Unmodified is what you want. It will play you the original sample.  
 
Play To End 
This will play the sample from its last played position, right through till the end of 
the track. 
For example if the sample started in the middle of the track, it will play from there 
till the end. 
Another example is when combined with Play At Start, this button will allow 
you to hear the whole track, useful if it’s a track you haven’t heard in a while and 
really must hear it right now. Good if you’re on your own or you’re bigger than 
your friends and can ignore their pleas to get on with the quiz. When finished you 
can continue with the next question. 
 
Reveal Answer  
You can reveal the answer after each question if you’re impatient, or if you want 
you can wait until the end of each round. This button is not visible if scoring is 
turned on. 
 
Score Question  

 
If you have scoring turned on in the options menu, then the quiz tracks the scores 
for up to four players. 
 
As you play the quiz, you will see the team names towards the bottom of the 
screen, when a player is ready to make a guess, just click their button, and you’ll 
see the text to left of their button says “Guessed for 6 points”. The “Guessed for” 
points assigns the current available score to that player. (Don’t shout out the 
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answer when you’re ready to guess or you’ll be telling everybody else. You can 
either write your guess down to check later, or just keep it in your head if you 
trust everybody else to do the same) 
As options to play again such as “Play Longer” are used the available points 
decreases, this means players who guess early can score more points. Once a 
player has made a guess, and the others have hit a button to get more help such as 
“Play Longer”, the player who has guessed can no longer change their guess, 
hitting the player button will do nothing. 
When everybody has made a guess, hit the “Score Question“  button, and the 
answer is displayed, along with the points everybody will receive if they guessed 
correctly. Since the quiz doesn’t know what you guessed, it assumes everybody 
guessed correctly, if you didn’t, just click on your player button to tell it you got it 
wrong. 
 
Give a Clue 

 This button behaves slightly differently if scoring mode is on. 
 
 Scoring Off 
  Displays a list of four answers, three incorrect, one correct. 
 
 Scoring On 

Displays a list of four answers, three incorrect one correct, as well as 
buttons for all players who haven’t already guessed. If you’re ready to 
make a guess, click your button, and four additional buttons will appear 
labeled ABC and D corresponding to the four answers. Just click the one 
you think it is, and you’ll see your name button now includes an ABC or 
D to remind you what you guessed. You can change your guess at this 
stage, by clicking your button again and then choosing a different answer. 
If you’ve decided you’re not sure and would like another clue such as 
“Play at Start”, then clicking the same answer as you first chose will 
remove your guess.  
When everybody is done you can hit the “Score Question” button, or get 
additional help with any of the normal play again buttons assuming there 
are enough points available. 
When you hit “Score Question“ after having made a guess in “Give a 
Clue” then the quiz knows if you got the answer correct or not, so there is 
no need to hit your button if you got it wrong, since the game will already 
know. 

 
 
Reveal Round Answers 
At the end of a round, use this button to see all of the answers to the round. 
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Stop Playing 
At any time while a sample is playing, either originally or modified as above, you can 
stop it immediately with the Stop Playing button if you think you have the answer. 
 
Finish Quiz 
Press this when you have finished playing the quiz. 
 
End Quiz 
This can be hit at any time to take you back to the Welcome Screen. It will abort the quiz 
that you are currently playing. 
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Creating a custom Quiz. 
 
Custom quizzes allow you to create quizzes that really appeal to you. You can make them 
as easy or as difficult as you like, as long as you like, and use any style of music that you 
like. They are really easy to create. 
 
First off click on Design a Quiz in the welcome screen, you will get the screen shown 
below. 
  

 
 
 
When you first open the screen you will have a quiz with various options set to the 
default value. This offers a reasonable starting point to create your custom quiz. 
However, there are also templates that give you a basic outline of several different styles 
of quiz and allow you to customize them further, more on those later. 
 
Naming a quiz 
First off, you can give your new quiz a name that will be displayed when you’re playing 
it. Just type it in the Quiz Title box. 
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Questions and Rounds 
Quizzes are broken up into rounds and questions. The default is 4 rounds per quiz as 
shown above. Adding and removing rounds is as simple as clicking the add or remove 
round buttons. 
 
Once you’ve finished adding or removing rounds, you can choose the features of that 
round by selecting it in the Rounds list. In the screen shot above round 1 is selected and 
all changes made in the options to the right of the Rounds list will affect round 1. 
 
Naming Rounds 
You can give your round a name, related to what’s in the round, for example 70’s, enter 
the name in the Round Title box and it will be displayed when you’re playing the quiz, 
leave it blank and you’ll get the round number instead. 
 
Choosing Questions 
Next choose how many questions you want in the round. 
 
Music Selection 
You can choose the music to be included in the current round. You do this by choosing 
the playlist you want to use. 
If you wish to choose a particular category of music, then use the drop down menu in the 
playlist window that displays all the playlists available to Media Player. If you want to 
have a 60’s round then use Media Player to create and save a playlist that just includes 
60’s music. 
 The default is <All Music> which includes everything in Media Player’s library.  
 
Track Order 
The next option is track order. Your choices are random or sequential. In random mode, 
the quiz will choose tracks randomly from the playlist. You will probably use this most of 
the time, particularly if you want to take part in the quiz and don’t want to know what’s 
coming up. 
Sequential is used  to play specific samples in a defined order. This is a great way to test 
your friends with the exact music that you have chosen. In this mode tracks will be 
played in the order they appear in the playlist. 
 
Playing Position 
Play Position allows you to choose whereabouts in the track the sample is taken from. 
Choices are Random, Beginning, Middle or End. Random playing position will probably 
be used most often, but Beginning and End can be used to make intro and outro rounds. 
 
Sample Length 
Duration controls how long a sample is initially played, in seconds. You should take care 
in the choice of length. It directly affects how difficult it is to guess the sample. 
Don’t worry too much if you have made it a little short. When you’re actually playing the 
quiz it can be extended by Play Longer or Play to End. 
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Extra Difficulty 
Added difficulty allows you to vary how the samples are played back; fast, slow, reverse 
and double.  Double will play two samples at the same time. The other options will 
modify the sample as their names suggest. 
The 4 added difficulty choices are specified by entering a percentage value for each. 
What this does is to randomly apply the given effect to the required percentage of 
questions in the round. Because it’s random you may get some questions with multiple 
effects added to them, and some with no effect at all. Of course if you want a round of all 
double clips, just select 100% double clips. 
 
N.B. Not all media formats can have these options applied. If you select an unsupported 
effect My Music Quiz will just ignore the option, and play the sample normally. 
(At the current time iTunes media player does not support any of the extra difficulty 
features.) 
 
 
Playing and Saving your Quiz 
When you’ve finished creating your masterpiece, make sure you save it. Just click the 
Save As button, choose a file name and save it. 
You can play the quiz immediately by hitting the Play button, but you will be warned that 
you are about to play a modified quiz. You will get the option to save it, just in case you 
have a lightning strike or something while playing, but you are free to say no and get 
right into playing. 
If you make further changes to the quiz and want to save it again just hit the Save button. 
If you’re half way through creating a quiz and decide it sucks, then just hit New to start 
over. 
 
Loading a Quiz 
When you’ve saved your quiz you can always come back later and load it up to tweak it a 
little. Just hit Open Quiz and you’ll get a list of all the quizzes you’ve created as well as 
the templates mentioned earlier. 
 
Templates 
Templates just give you a basic structure as a starting point to create your own quizzes. 
Tweak whatever settings you don’t like then save the quiz as your own. 
The templates have descriptive names that suggest what they’re about.  e.g.   
short-intros, slowed-down, mixed-bag etc.  
The templates are read only to prevent you accidentally writing over them with your 
custom quizzes. After you’ve used one as a base and tweaked it to what you want, use the 
Save As option and give it a different name. 
 
Using your custom Quiz 
Once you have created a quiz, you can play it anytime in MMQ using the normal Choose 
A Quiz option. 
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Game Hints and Tips 
Here is some information that we hope you will find useful to get the most out of My 
Music Quiz. 

Adding a Playlist in Windows Media Player 
To add a play list in Media Player, open the “Media Library”  and navigate to the left 
hand panel as shown in the screenshot below (note this is Media Player 10, but 9 is 
similar). 
 
 

 
 
 
Right click on “My Playlists” (highlighted in red in screenshot).  Then choose “New..”. 
 
The right hand pane now shows the contents of your new playlist, which initially is 
empty. Now, expand the “All Music”  folders until you see the music that you want to 
add to the new playlist. You then drag the music from the middle panel over to the right, 
to add them to the playlist. Don’t worry, this is not moving your files around, only 
creating a list that you’d like to play. 
 
As well as dragging individual tracks to the play list you can drag whole albums or 
genres in the same way.   
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Once you’ve added your music to your new playlist you need to save it and give it a 
name.  In the example below we’ve sorted music by genre and dragged everything in the 
“Alternative” genre to a new playlist.  Next select “New Playlist”  at the top of the right 
hand pane as shown below. 
 

 
 
 
Then choose “Save Playlist As”, and a file dialog will be displayed, allowing you to give 
your playlist a name. In this example it might be good to call it “alternative”.  This 
playlist is now available for use in My Music Quiz. 
 
Create as many playlists as you need. When creating custom quizzes it can be very useful 
to have multiple playlists to choose from. Then you can create specific rounds, such as, 
60’s round, an alternative round, a pop round, or a Beatles round. 
 

Adding Guest Media 
 
Guest Media allows you to include music from portable MP3 players in your quiz. 
If your friends are complaining that the quiz is all “your music”, and they don’t recognize 
it, or it’s not fair, then why not include the music from their MP3 player in a quiz. It just 
takes a few simple steps. 
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Most MP3 players will be recognized as a “Removable Disk” when you plug them into 
your PC. See the screenshot below. 
 

 
 
 
Once your PC recognizes the MP3 player as a removable drive, the next step is to find the 
music files on the player. Just double click on the drive in “My Computer”  as above, 
then navigate around till you find the folder that contains the music. Often there will be a 
main folder called “music” or something similar, with subfolders splitting up your 
collection by artist, genre, etc.  You don’t have to mess around with each individual 
folder, just grab the main folder and drag it to the play list window of Media Player. It’s 
easiest to do this if you have Media Player and Windows Explorer open side by side as 
shown in the screenshot below. 
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If there appear to be no tracks on your mp3 drive, then it is likely that Windows is 
configured not to display hidden files and folders. In this case, to include them in a 
playlist, you need to  
 

·  Configure windows explorer to allow you to see the hidden files on your mp3 
drive. 

·  Change the properties of the files to clear the hidden attribute. 
 
Please see the Windows documentation for more details. 
 
In rare circumstances, your PC may not recognize the MP3 player as a disk drive. In this 
case there may be no way to include it in the quiz. 
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Frequently Asked Questions   
Q. Where can I get the latest information? 

A. Please visit www.mymusicquiz.com for the most up to date User Guide and 
the latest FAQs 

 
Q. What are the Requirements for My Music Quiz? 

A. You will need  

·  Microsoft Windows 2000, XP home or XP Professional 
My Music Quiz is known to work on older Microsoft Windows versions 
that are supported by the .NET framework (e.g. Windows ME), but this is 
not a supported configuration.  

·  Microsoft .Net runtime V2.0 
If you do not already have this installed, then you need to download and 
install V2.0 (X86) from the following link. 
Download Microsoft .NET V2.0  
Follow the Microsoft instructions to install. NB: There is NO need to un-
install previous versions of.net runtime environment.  

·  Windows Media Player or iTunes media player 
At this time only Windows Media Player at Version 9 or higher and Itunes 
at Version 7 or higher are supported. 

·   The My Music Quiz installation program from the downloads area of 
the My Music Quiz web site. 

 
Q. My music is all in .m4a format can I use these? 
 

A. Windows Media Player does not support all encoding formats by default, but 
there are often plugins available on the Internet that add support for particular 
formats. A quick search on the web using something like “media player m4a 
plugin” will provide some relevant results. Once the plugin is downloaded and 
installed, Media Player will be able to play your music, and it should therefore 
work correctly in My Music Quiz.  

 
Q. When I show the answers, why do some appear to be blank or Unknown? 
 

A. With some music formats Media Player is not able to read the track 
information “tags” from the file and will leave them blank. Again there are often 
third party plug-ins that fix this. Just search on the Internet using keywords 
"Media Player", "tags" and your media type.  

 
Q. When playing the game with Guest Media why does it take a while for each 

sample to start playing? 
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A. When using guest media the music is played directly from the portable player 
across the USB interface. If you have an older machine with USB 1.1 then it may 
be a little slow. PCs with USB 2.0 will perform better. In some cases it may be 
possible to upgrade by installing a USB 2.0 adaptor in the PC. 

 
Q. Is there a limit to how many guest media players can take part? 
 

A. Not really it’s just limited by the number of USB ports on your PC. If you need 
more you can add USB hubs. You may also be limited by the number of spare 
drive letters on your computer. 

 
Q. Why do the Answers sometimes look strange, e.g. spelling mistakes, wrong titles 

etc.? 
 

A. My Music Quiz gets this information from the data contained within the music 
files on your machine. If this data is incorrect, this will be reflected in the 
information displayed. This data can be updated within Media Player manually, or 
via several online databases..  

 
Q. How do I add guest media to a quiz? 
 

A. See step by step guide in the “Game Hints and Tips” section of  the My 
Music Quiz user guide. 

 
Q. I don’t usually use Media Player, how do I add music to the library? 
 

A. My Music Quiz uses Media Player to keep track of what music is on your PC. 
To add music to its Media Library, do the following. 
In the file menu, select “Add to Media Library”. You’ll have several options. 
The most useful is “Add  Folder”. 
Selecting “Add Folder” opens a Windows File Dialog box. Navigate to the folder 
where your music is stored, select it and hit OK. Media Player will now add your 
files to its library. Note this can be kind of slow, especially if they are on a 
different machine on your home network. You can repeat this process for music 
stored in different locations on your computer or network. 
 
To add music automatically in the future, select “File-> Add to Media Library-> 
By Monitoring Folders” Then if you add new music in that folder it will be 
included automatically. 

 
Q. Why do some questions just seem to play silence or hiss 
 

A. It’s possible in some types of music to hit an entirely silent section, particularly 
at the beginning or end of a track. Use the play options (e.g. Play Longer, Play at 
Start, Play to End) to move or extend the audio being played. 

 



My Music Quiz – User Guide 

Copyright Fishbend Ltd.  www.mymusicquiz.com Page 21 of 23 
2006 - 2012 

Q: My personal firewall says My Music Quiz is trying to access the Internet. Should 
I allow this? 

 
A:  You may block these accesses made to the Internet, without affecting the 
operation of the quiz. My Music Quiz does not have any requirement for Internet 
access.  
My Music Quiz uses various parts of Microsoft Windows to run, including 
Microsoft .NET Framework, and Microsoft Media Player. At some point, an 
internet request is made to resolve the name 'crl.verisign.net'. This access is not 
required for the correct operation of My Music Quiz. We are currently 
investigating why this access is made. 

 
Q: What does the message “Number of Clips 2” mean? 
 

A:  The current question contains two samples playing simultaneously. 
 
Q: Number of Clips is 2; why do I only hear one sample playing? 
 

A:  You may have hit a quiet passage in one sample and a loud passage in another. 
That’s why we give you the status message letting you know there are two 
samples playing. You have a few options to help you hear both. You could play 
longer and hope to get past the quiet section, or you could use the Play Simpler 
button to hear the samples one at a time. 
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Trademarks 
The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of 
their respective owners. 
 
Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and 
other countries. 
 
Windows Media is either a registered trademark or trademark of Microsoft Corporation 
in the United States and/or other countries. 
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